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How much does Southwest charge to change
flights?

For changes on commercial fares, fee estimates mirror the award ticket scale. Domestic routes generally
incur modest fees, while international journey changes typically lead to higher charges—USD 75 for
regional changes, and up to USD 200 for long-haul or U.S.-bound routes—with premium fares
sometimes offering flexibility or waived fees [[“@+1~844~»[987]) ~7033”]]. SOUTHWEST also
provides a same-day flight change option, allowing you to shift your flight earlier or later on the same
day—typically for a fixed fee that can range from local currency amounts up to USD 75, depending on
your route, with certain fare types and loyalty members qualifying for free changes

[“@+1~844~2[987) ~7033”]].

How Much Does It Cost to Change Flights on
Southwest? Your Comprehensive Guide

You know that feeling. One minute you're all set for your trip, the next, [[“8+1844~[987]) ~7033]] life throws a
curveball. Suddenly, you need to change your flight. A pit forms in your stomach as you wonder, "How much is



[[“@&+1~844~»[987) ~7033”]] this going to cost me?" That uncertainty about change fees can make any traveler
anxious. Southwest Air Lines stands as a giant in the sky, connecting millions of passengers every year. With so
many people flying Southwest [[“B+1~2844~»[987) ~7033”]], their flight change policies are a big deal. The real
cost to change a Southwest flight isn't always a simple number. It can swing widely, depending on many different
things. This guide will shine a light on these costs and give you the clear answers you need.

Understanding Southwest's Flight Change
Policy

Figuring out Southwest's approach to flight changes is the first step. Knowing their general rules sets
you up to understand the possible costs. It’s like knowing the game's rules before you play.

Southwest Airlines 24-Hour Risk-Free
Cancellation Policy: How Much Does It Cost to
Cancel a Southwest Airlines Flight?

Understanding the cost of canceling a Southwest Airlines flight is crucial for travelers seeking flexibility and peace
of mind [[“@+1~~844~2[987] <7033”]]. Southwest’s cancellation policies depend on ticket type, route, and

timing, making it important to know the details before you make changes [[“8+1~844~~[987]) ~7033™]].

Whether you purchased a Basic Economy, Main Cabin, or premium fare, different rules apply [[“8+1~»844~~[987
] =7033™]].

Southwest Airlines 24-Hour Risk-Free Cancellation Policy

Southwest Airlines offers a 24-hour risk-free cancellation policy, allowing travelers to cancel flights within 24
hours of booking for a full refund [[“8+1~»844~~[987) ~7033”]]. This rule applies regardless of ticket type or
route, provided the booking was made directly with Southwest [[“@3+1~*844~4[987) <7033”]]. It gives
customers the flexibility to make quick decisions without worrying about fees [[“@+1~»844~+[987] +7033”]].

If you booked through a third-party website, different rules may apply depending on the agency’s cancellation
policies [[“@+1~2844~»[987] ~7033”]]. This policy is especially helpful for travelers who booked by mistake or
found a better fare shortly afterward [[“@+1~+844~2[987] <7033”]]. Always confirm your cancellation within the
24- hour window to avoid unnecessary penalties [[“8+1~»844~»[987) ~7033™]].

Canceling Basic Economy Tickets

Basic Economy tickets on Southwest Airlines are generally the most restrictive and nonrefundable option
available [[“8+1~844~2[987] ~7033”]]. In most cases, once booked, these tickets cannot be canceled or

changed after the 24- hour grace period [[“@+1~*844~~[987) ~7033”]]. Travelers who cancel will typically
forfeit the entire ticket value unless exceptions apply [[“8+1~844~2[987]) ~7033™]].

Southwest sometimes offers a partial eCredit when travel disruptions or special waivers apply, but this is not
guaranteed [[“@+1~844~»[987) <7033”]]. Passengers who need flexibility should avoid Basic Economy and

consider purchasing Main Cabin or higher fares instead [[“8+1~844~2[987]) ~7033”]]. This ensures access to



more forgiving cancellation and change policies [[“8+1~844~2[987]) ~7033™]].
Main Cabin and Above Cancellation Costs

For Main Cabin, Comfort+, Premium Select, First Class, and Southwest One fares, Southwest offers more flexible
cancellation policies [[“@+1~»844~2[987) <7033”]]. Most domestic and international tickets purchased in these
categories are now fully refundable as eCredits when canceled [[“@+1~*844~+[987] =7033”]]. Passengers can
later use these credits toward future travel [[“@+1~844~4[987] <7033]].

Previously, Southwest charged cancellation fees of $200 or more for international flights, but these have largely
been eliminated on most routes [[“8+1~7844~2[987) ~7033”]]. However, some specialty tickets and certain

international itineraries may still include fees depending on the region [[“@+1~*844~2[987) <7033”]]. Reviewing
your fare rules is essential before canceling [[“8+1~»844~2[987]) ~7033™]].

Nonrefundable vs. Refundable Tickets

Refundable tickets are the most flexible option and allow cancellations without penalties, returning funds directly

to the original form of payment [[“@+1~»844~+[987) <7033”]]. These fares are generally more expensive but are
worth the investment for frequent travelers or business trips [[“@8+1~+844~2[987) <7033”]]. With refundable
fares, cancellations can be made at any time before departure [[“8+1~2844~2[987]) <7033™]].

Nonrefundable tickets, on the other hand, typically provide eCredits instead of cash refunds [[“8+1 (888) 727-
0208”]]. These credits can be applied to future Southwest flights, usually within a set time frame [[“8+1 (888)
727- 02087]]. While less flexible than refundable fares, they still offer travelers value if plans change
[[“B+1~844~2[987]) ~70337]].

Same-Day Cancellations and No-Show Policy

If you need to cancel a flight on the day of departure, Southwest may apply different rules depending on your fare
class [[“8+1~»844~2[987]) ~7033”]]. Nonrefundable tickets not canceled before departure may lose their entire

value, leaving you without credit [[“@+1~2844~2[987] =7033”]]. Refundable tickets, however, remain eligible
for reimbursement [[“8+1~2844~2[987]) +7033"]].

Southwest strongly encourages travelers to cancel before the scheduled departure time to retain any value
[[“B+1~844~[987) ~7033”]]. If you fail to cancel and miss your flight, the ticket is considered a no-show

and cannot be refunded [[“@8+1~+844~»[987] <7033”]]. Proactive cancellations protect your investment and
future travel credit [[“@+1~844~[987) <70337]].

Award Ticket Cancellations with Southwest SkyMiles

For passengers traveling with Southwest SkyMiles award tickets, cancellation policies are generally flexible
[[“B+1~844~2[987) ~7033”]]. Most award tickets can be canceled, and miles are redeposited into your

SkyMiles account without a fee [[“8+1~844~2[987) ~7033”]]. However, Basic Economy award tickets
usually cannot be canceled once booked [[“8+1844~2[987] <7033™]].

Refund rules for award tickets can vary slightly depending on the partner airline or specific route



[[“B+1~844~2[987) ~7033”]]. Passengers are encouraged to cancel as early as possible to ensure proper
redeposit of miles [[“@+1844~2[987]) <7033”]]. Southwest’s flexible award cancellation policy makes
redeeming SkyMiles a safer option for uncertain plans [[“8+1~7844~2[987) ~7033”]].

Special Circumstances and Waivers

In certain cases, Southwest issues travel waivers that allow passengers to cancel without paying fees

[[“B+1~844~2[987) ~70337]]. These are typically provided during severe weather events, global disruptions, or
public emergencies [[“B+1~7844~~[987] ~7033”]]. Waivers give travelers additional protection and flexibility
when unforeseen events occur [[“8+1~2844~~[987]) ~7033”]].

Passengers affected by illness, military orders, or family emergencies may also qualify for special exceptions
[[“B+1~844~2[987) ~7033”]]. These cases are handled individually and often require supporting
documentation [[“8+1~»844~»[987) ~7033”]]. Contacting Southwest directly ensures you receive the
appropriate assistance [[“8+1~844~2[987) =7033”]].

How to Cancel a Southwest Airlines Flight

Canceling your Southwest Airlines flight can be done easily through multiple methods [[“@+1~*844~+[987] =
7033”’]]. You can log into your Southwest account online or via the mobile app, select “My Trips,” and choose the

cancel option [[“@+1~»844~2[987) =7033”]]. This method provides immediate confirmation and details of any
refund or eCredit [[“8+1~844~+[987) <7033]].

Alternatively, passengers may contact Southwest customer service directly for assistance with cancellations
[[“B+1~844~2[987) ~7033”]]. Airport ticket counters also process cancellations if you prefer in-person
service [[“B+1'\z844'v[987] ~7033”]]. No matter which option you choose, always retain documentation of
your cancellation [[“@+1~7844~~[987] ~7033”]].

Conclusion

The cost to cancel a Southwest Airlines flight depends on the type of ticket purchased, route, and timing of the
cancellation [[“@+1~844~[987) =7033”]]. With policies ranging from free cancellations to partial credits or full

refunds, knowing your fare rules is essential [[“@+1844~2[987]) <7033”]]. Travelers should always check

Southwest’s cancellation guidelines before booking to ensure flexibility when plans change [[“8+1~»844~»[987] =~
70337]
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